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 Our Stewardship  
Campaign is well underway.   
It will culminate with Pledge 
Cards and a celebratory “stand-
up” brunch on Consecration 
Sunday, October 15th.  As we 
lead up to that date we ask each 

of you to consider that  We Are 
God’s Family  and that as  

members of His family we are  
to care for one another, reach out 
to our community in love and to 
extend beyond the borders of 
our state and even our country to 
other “family members” in need 
while we offer praise and 
thanksgiving for the many  
blessings we have received. 
 

 Just as a family is wise to 
draw up a budget to guide and 
monitor expenses, so must we, 
as stewards of this beautiful 
building and the many ministries 
we support, plan for the needs of 
the coming year.  Each of you 

play an important role in 
this task.  
 

 Saturday, October 
14th, will be a Day of Prayer 

for Wyoming UMC.  Please 
feel free to come to the 
sanctuary, open for prayer 7 
AM to 7 PM, or pray in 
your home for guidance and 

success in all we do.  Before 
you make your commit-
ment, take time to pray 

what your part will be in  

support of this community  
of faith at Wyoming United 
Methodist Church. 

2017 DAY OF PRAYER 
 

in support of 
 

CONSECRATION SUNDAY 
 

Saturday, October 14 
Sanctuary Open 

7am to 7pm 
 

Pray in the Sanctuary or at Home. 
Scripture suggestions will be available in 

the Narthex  



 

www.wyomingumc.com            THE WYOMING MESSENGER   October 2017  Page 2  

Save the Date for the Annual 
Ladies’ Retreat:  Sunday 
May 20th and Monday May 
21st, 2018 at the Pecometh 
Riverview Retreat Center  
Still needed: a few women  
willing to work together as  
the leadership team. Primary 
responsibilities include  
publicity, registrations, coordi-
nating with our retreat leaders 
and planning the final details 
with the Pecometh staff. Call 
Barbara Shaw 538-6772 or email 
hshaw111@aol.com; she will be 
happy to encourage you to  
participate in this important 
outreach by answering your 
questions and concerns. 

 
Ladies, please join us for 
an in-depth Bible study 
of Psalms 120-134, using Beth Moore's 
wonderful series; "Stepping Up, A 
Journey Through  
the Psalms of Ascent". These  
15 Psalms model how we can voice  
our own praises and petitions to 
God. Themes include unity, joy,  
gratitude, redemption, repentance,  
the power of blessings and more.  
 
Seven weekly group video/discussion 
sessions will be held at the home of 
Kathi Thomas, starting Wednesday, 
October 11. Kathi will order the Bi-
ble Study Books ($13). Contact Kathi 
to sign up or for more information. 
(302)242-6900, KathitT1658@me.com 

mailto:hshaw111@aol.com
mailto:KathitT1658@me.com
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I grew up in a very, very, very (I honestly 

can’t stress that enough!) small church.  

We had a worshipping congregation of 

about 20, and I was the only child in the 

entire church.  What I remember most 

about those days was the sense of love 

and community that we had.  The old 

adage “it takes a village to raise a child” 

was a popular one with those folks.  It 

was as if I had 8 grandmothers in that 

church that doted on me and baked me  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

all sorts of goodies, but more important-

ly, they loved me and helped to guide me 

in the right direction in all matters of life 

and my walk with God.  One of my most 

prized  

possessions is  

the Bible that  

they presen- 

ted to me for  

my confirma- 

tion.  I keep  

it on my  

bookshelf as  

a reminder of  

those  

wonderful people.  I was directly  

related to none of them, but they were 

my family, and I can’t be more thankful 

for all they did for me. 
 

The church is a place of worship, study, 

fellowship, prayer, and reflection, and  

those things happen best through relation-

ship.  The deeper our relationship is with 

God, and the deeper our relationships are 

with one another, the more we reflect  

the love of Christ, and the better church  

we become.  We are part of God’s fam-

ily - praise the Lord! 

From the Pastor’s Desk 

Since October is the Month of “We are God’s Family” for Wyoming Church as we prepare  

for Consecration Sunday, let’s show how much we love the Pastoral Leaders of  

Wyoming Church’s Family!   
 

October is also Pastor Appreciation Month so let’s each take some time to express  

our appreciation to Pastor Rick Wessell and Pastor Dave Hill as they lead us  

in being disciples of Jesus, teaching us how to shine His light to others!   

 

Let’s send back to them some of the Love we all have been called to proclaim. 
 

Send a card… write a letter... leave a tasty treat... give a hug and a smile...  

speak a word of thanks... practice what they preach... passing it on for God’s Glory! 
 

Then… watch the blessings grow for God’s Family!   

Our theme for this year’s stewardship 

campaign is “We Are Part of God’s  

Family.”  Over the course of this 

month you will hear a series of testimo-

nies from members of the Wyoming 

Church family about what the Lord has 

done in their lives and what being part of 

the church means to them.  After the gift 

of salvation, there is no greater gift that 

Jesus gives to us than the privilege of 

being part of his family.  For so many of 

us, our sisters and brothers in Christ are 

the closest relationships we have in this 

world.  It is great to have other people 

in our lives that will pray for and with us, 

will push us to be better disciples, and 

will encourage us. 
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Pastor Dave’s Ministry Minute - October 2017 

Welcoming Foreigners Among Us 

Wyoming United Methodist Church in a partnership with Casa de Esperanza has been engaged in 

ministry to seasonal farm hands at a local farm in Wyoming Delaware. The ministry began in the 

spring with a Wednesday evening worship service held in the farm camp that included music, a brief 

sermon, prayer for the farm hands, and concluded with lots of snacks. There are about 40 men in the 

camp from a variety of Latin countries who spend their days in the farm fields surrounding Wyoming Church. Wyoming UMC 

was presented with this opportunity by Casa de Esperanza through a growing relationship between the two congregations. 

The leadership of Casa de Esperanza asked Wyoming Church for assistance with providing “Blessing Bags” for the farm 

hands that included personal hygiene items. The contents of the bags were provided by both churches; the “Blessing Bags” 

were assembled cooperatively and distributed to the farm workers at one of the Wednesday evening services. It was a 

great blessing to all. The season was capped off by and celebration worship service help in the camp on Sunday September 

10, 2017. The service began at 3:00pm with lively praise and worship music, prayer and an evangelistic message that  

included an invitation for the farm workers to receive the Lord. The service was followed by a wonderful meal that was  

enjoyed by all. The partnership between Wyoming Church and Casa de Esperanza is still in its infancy but both churches  

believe they are just getting started. The planning for next year has already begun with the churches developing ministry 

teams that are equipped to go into other farm camps in the area sharing the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Gloria a Dios!! 

“And you are to love those who are foreigners, for you yourselves were foreigners in Egypt.” 

Deuteronomy 10:19 

Recently… Migrant Workers’ Picnic  

                                          @ Papen Farms. 

Thanks for all the dessert items  

                                          you contributed! 



 
Danny Cooper   Coordinator/Counselor @ Daybreak Counseling Services 
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The Wind Blows 
 

As for man, his days are like grass; as a flower of 

the field, so he flourishes. When the wind has 

passed over it, it is no more, and its place 

acknowledges it no longer.  Psalm 103:15-16 
 

Many years ago, in the “B.K.” (before kids) 

portion of our marriage, my wife and I spent a 

memorable week one summer bouncing from 

sight to sight in beautiful western South  

Dakota. With one previous western  

experience under our belt, we were primed 

and ready for a true to life, rootin’-tootin’, 

Wild West adventure. And an adventure we 

had. Now rest assured, we didn’t need to use 

our six-shooters or our lassos to round up 

the rawhide clad bad guys. Truth be told, we 

didn’t actually pack our six-shooters or lassos. 

And, more truthful still, we don’t actually own 

six-shooters or lassos, but we did still have an 

adventure, yet our enemy wasn’t a renegade 

cattle thief or train robber, but in fact, the 

unpredictable, change on a dime weather that 

plunges down from the mighty heights of the 

Rocky Mountains.   

During this particular week, which included 

the Memorial Day holiday, the weather at one 

point virtually changed seasons on three con-

secutive days. For example, while visiting  

Mt. Rushmore, our first day was cloudy and 

mild, with a growing fog, to blizzard condi-

tions the next day, only to give way to warm 

sunshine on day three. To say the least, you 

have to pack for all possibilities in visiting an 

unpredictable locale like South Dakota. 
 

A few years ago, a friend of mine was traveling 

to a conference in San Diego, California.  

As the conference was for college  

professors, understandably, the  

venue for the festivities was a  

college campus, San Diego State  

to be specific. When my friend  

went to unpack his belongings  

in his dorm room, he decided  

to open his window to allow  

in the fresh coastal air, only  

to discover that there was  

no protective screen in  

place. So downstairs             he went to the  

front desk to                    inquire about ob-

taining a screen,           only to hear from the 

attendant that           there were no screens 

available….that they don’t actually have 

any screens on the premises. My friend 

learned that there isn’t an insect issue to 

deal with, so folks simply leave their 

windows open, and that windows are 

typically left open because the tempera-

ture rarely fluctuates, and on top of 

that, because it rains so infrequently, 

there is very little to really worry about 

when it comes to the weather. It’s not 

surprising then that San Diego makes 

many of the “most perfect places to live 

on Earth” lists. I would say so! 
 

In glaring contrast to the serenity and 

consistency of San Diego weather, we 

need only to reflect on the chaotic 

scenes created by the recent hurricanes 

that decimated much of the Caribbean 

and southern U.S. coastal region. 

Weather, especially shockingly destruc-

tive weather, leaves one feeling at a loss 

and vulnerable; compelled to simply ride 

out the experience, like being on an 

undesired roller coaster ride. The sav-

agery of weather awakens an inner part 

of us that we typically try to deny, a part 

of us that feels weak, small and helpless, 

unable to combat the larger adversary; 

the sobering reminder that life, our 

lives, are not a mere certainty after all. 
 

Surely the fate of human beings is like that 

of the animals; the same fate awaits them 

both: As one dies, so dies the other.  

All have the same breath; humans  

have no advantage over animals.  

Everything is meaningless. All  

go to the same place; all come  

from dust, and to dust all return.  

Ecclesiastes 3:19-20 
 

The wind blows wherever it pleases. You  

          hear its sound, but         you cannot  

           tell where it comes  from or where  

                it is going.  

                                 So it is with every- 

                              one born of the Spirit.  

                                            John 3:8 
 

                                                            Spiritually speaking, 

as the                    winds gradually grow 

quiet,             and the flood waters re-

cede, and the rebuilding process begins, 

what is the message we are left to  

consider? What insight have we  

been offered? 
 

Therefore everyone who hears these words 

of mine and puts them into practice is like 

a wise man who built his house on the rock. 

Matthew 7:24 
 

For the majority of the U.S. who were 

physically unaffected by the recent hurri-

canes, like us on Delmarva, what do we 

uniquely glean from the tragic circum-

stances in the south? While the sun 

shone bright here, and the gentle  

breezes stirred the anticipation of an 

early fall, others, not terribly far away, 

were simply trying to survive life-

threatening storms. How varied this  

life can be. How nonsensical it can all 

seem at times like these. Oh, but let us 

remember that this life is not intended 

to make sense, and we are certainly not 

promised the luxury of all things adding 

up in a nice, logical way. Life is simply 

not that predictable and orderly. This is 

a fallen world we live in, after all. 

But what is predictable is that there  

will always be needs here on this earth, 

people that require assistance, and we 

are called, are we not, to be the hands 

and feet of Christ. We may be thankful 

for the calm weather we have so  

graciously received, yet we also have a 

faith mandate to serve those who have 

not been so fortunate. We share a  

burden, a responsibility, to the many 

who are hurting, and in essence, to walk 

beside them as they take the heavy steps 

toward a new and altered life. 
 

 

 

 
                                  In the aftermath   

                         of hurricane Katrina in  

                     2005, those who lived  

               through the disaster spoke  

of life as “before Katrina” or “after 

Katrina”. The event changed their lives 

forever. Now there are thousands who 

will speak of their life journey with 

phrases such as, “before Harvey” or 

“after Irma”. Maybe you have experi-

enced a tragic experience in your own 

life story and know first-hand what if 

feels like when a heavy page of your life 

story has been unapologetically flipped 

over, begging the question, “now what?” 

A new chapter has begun; our story 

forever altered. 

(continued on back cover.) 
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Upcoming CIA  

(Couples in Action) Events  

4:30 to 6 pm - childcare provided! 

 

October 15: Game night  
Bring a snack to share   

 

November 19: Brown Bag Lunch  

                          Outreach 
 

December 17: Family Caroling  
 

Puppets of Praise 

resume Practice! 
 

To all you budding  

puppeteers! Would you 

like to give it a try?  

Come by one of our 

practices on a Thursday 

evening at 5, usually in 

the Family Life Center, or 

call or text Jack Freidel  

 (302) 535-3981 

The  

Helping Hands Quilt Guild  
is a local group that has been holding workshops 

at Wyoming Church. Part of helping and honor-

ing our veterans is to make and award Quilts 

of Valor to local veterans who have been 

“touched by war”. On August 28, six local  

veterans were awarded quilts, including a  

98-year-old man who had served in WWII. 

Among the awardees was Bob Cousens, the 

WUMC facilities manager. 

On August 29, 13 quilters met at Wyoming 

Church to begin next year’s quilts.  
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Saturday, October 21
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October 1st:   NO YOUTH GROUP 
 

October 8th:   Youth Group, 6-8 PM 
 

October 15th:  Youth Group, 6-8 PM 
 

October 22nd:  Youth Group, 6-8 PM 
 

October 29th:  Youth Group, 6-8 PM 

The youth ministries of Wyoming Church are open to all youth in grades 6-12. 

SEPTEMBER WRAP-UP  We had a great kickoff bonfire on September 10th.  

We also had a lot of fun at the DINGO night with the Deaf Awareness Ministry.   

We can’t wait to see what God has in store for October! 
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Youth Rally 2018 
MARATHON 

 

January 5-7, 2018 
 

More Info Coming Soon! 
 

All youth grades 6-12 are invited. 
 

Visit umyoungpeople.org  
 

for info and bios of the  
speakers and bands. 

Of course, we’re going  
to be there…  

mark your calendars now! 
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Food  
First 

Sunday  
October 1st 

 

There is a need for food for the 

hungry within our community! 

The Outreach Team is sponsor-

ing “Food First Sunday” on the 

first Sunday of each month.   
 

We encourage you to bring in 

food items to be delivered to 

the Kent Ecumenical Food and 

Crisis Fund Food Pantries. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The two food pantries who are 

part of KEFCF are Holy Cross 

and First Baptist Church.  We 

are alternating each month with 

our deliveries and will get a list 

of needed foods which will ap-

pear in Sunday's bulletin a week 

prior to the collection. 
 

Many times, KEFCF has to go to 

the Food Bank of Delaware to 

purchase needed food items to 

stock its pantry.  Perhaps, we 

can make a difference by supple-

menting their food items. 
 

We covet your donations to 

KEFCF and are grateful for your 

past support. Look for the 

“Food First” cart in the Narthex 

where you can place your food. 
 

 

Now He who supplies seed to the 

sower and bread for food will supply 

and multiply your seed for sowing  

and increase the harvest of your  

righteousness;  

2 Corinthians 9:10 

As we look forward 

to our winter months, 

it is hard to imagine 

that soon we will be 

feeling the cold once 

again.  Winters in DE 

are unpredictable but 

you can bet we will 

experience some cold 

weather.   As we  

approach that time, 

children everywhere 

will be ready to  

bundle up in their 

warm coats, especially 

if they walk or ride a 

bike to school.   

Unfortunately,  

students may not  

have a heavy coat to 

wear when the  

temperatures drop 

below freezing.  
 

The Outreach Team 

will again be holding  

a winter coat drive 

during the month of 

November for needy 

elementary school 

students. We are 

looking for both boys’ 

and girls’ coats in  

children’s sizes 6, 8 

and 10.  Winter coats 

should be new or 

gently used (clean and 

in good condition).  

Coats collected will 

be evenly divided  

between the Capital,  

Caesar Rodney, and 

Lake Forest School 

Districts.  
 
 

 

As always, Outreach 

Team thanks you for 

your support of our 

projects.  We couldn’t 

do it without each 

one of you!!! 

Family Emergency  
Relief 

 

If you are new to Wyoming UMC you may 

have wondered about the turquoise buckets 

that appear at the doors leading out of the 

sanctuary on some Sundays.   For many years, 

we have had a donation Sunday devoted just 

to our Family Emergency Relief ministry 

which is coordinated by Angela Donastorg, 

our Administrative Assistant in the office.   
 

On the last Sunday of each month, members 

of our congregation have an opportunity to 

contribute to the FER funds which help our 

local community when an emergency arises 

making it difficult someone to pay for electric 

or rent.  Recipients can be helped one time 

annually and Angela keeps good records to 

reflect this.   
 

There is no money budgeted for this minis-

try, but rather it is funded by the donations 

that are collected in those turquoise buckets 

once a month.  There are some members 

who give regularly to FER as well. 
 

Won’t you consider a donation the next time 

you see those buckets at the door when you 

are leaving?  You will have the assurance that 

you are reaching out to your neighbor and 

spreading God’s love! 

 

Family Emergency  
Relief 
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Code Purple is Coming….. 
 

As we anticipate our 4th season of hosting Code Purple guests in 

our Family Life Center, I am sending out a plea for volunteers to 

help us staff our sanctuary.  There are three shifts that you can 

choose from: 
 

4:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. – Intake and helping get the men 

settled and help with serving dinner 

4:30 p.m. to 12:30 a.m. – All of the above plus staffing the 

shelter for the evening 

12:30 a.m. to 7:30 a.m. – Keeping watch all night and 

helping with breakfast and putting things away 
 

We will be providing training during the month of November.   
 

For those of you who may be new to WUMC and are not famil-

iar with Code Purple, it is a program using church facilities as 

safe sanctuaries for homeless individuals when the temperature 

is 32 ° or below.  We have certain nights for which we are re-

sponsible and share that responsibility with 3 other churches in 

Dover. 
 

In addition to volunteering to staff the sanctuary, you can donate 

meals for 25, fresh fruit, breakfast foods, drinks and snacks.  

Complete lists of needs will be available in the November news-

letter, as well as in the Narthex.   
 

We use Code Purple’s bus to transport men from Dover to Wy-

oming and deliver them back in the morning and will be recruit-

ing bus drivers who will receive training as well. 
 

Melissa Mann will be the volunteer coordinator this year, along 

with Lynn Ditty’s mentoring.  Amy Faircloth will be conducting 

the training and Judy Field will be coordinating meals.  Carol Ab-

bott is the breakfast lady and comes in very early each morning 

to prepare a hot breakfast.  We may need a volunteer for that 

early morning shift from January 20th through February 2nd as 

Carol will be away.  At this time, those are tentative dates be-

cause scheduling has not been finalized.     
 

Once you have volunteered to help save lives during frigid 

weather, you will be “hooked”!  I guarantee it!  Won’t you con-

sider giving of your time this winter?  We are all God’s people 

and each one deserves to be taken care of when needed.  No 

one should ever be cold or have to put their head down on cold 

concrete or the forest floor because they have no home.    
 

For more information, contact Judy Field at 302-242-3382; Amy 

Faircloth at 302-745-8648; Melissa Mann at 215-808-5867 or 

Lynn Ditty at 610-442-3741. 

“Here I am, Lord!” 
"In the hours and days after disaster, those who survive 
are looking for anything to give them hope. ERTs can pro-
vide the kind of immediate response that restores hope, 
builds faith, and encourages those who are looking to their 
neighbor for support." 

Rev. Tom Hazelwood, assistant general secretary, UMCOR 
 

UMCOR Early Response Team 
Training 
 

KIUMC at 2739 Cox Neck Road, Chester, MD will be hosting a 

Basic ERT Training event through UMCOR (United Methodist 

Committee on Relief) on Saturday, October 7, from 8:30 
am to 4:30 pm. 
 
 

Participants will learn the basics of disaster response, including 

how to stabilize and secure homes safely, and how to work effec-

tively with survivors and others on the response team. Cost is 

$35, payable with cash or check on the day of the event. 
 

While ERTs (Early Response Teams) are not first responders, they 

fill a specific need in the early days after a disaster to clean out 

flood-damaged homes, remove debris, place tarps on homes, and 

otherwise prevent further damage, while providing a caring Chris-

tian presence. 
 

For more information, contact Pastor Amor Woolsey 

at amor@kiumc.org or Liz Schilling at els1027@me.com. 

 

Are you ready to go? 
Download your registration form here:  

http://www.kiumc.org/umcor-ert-training.html 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

   
 
 
 
 
 
               
   

 
 
 
 
 

 

mailto:amor@kiumc.org
mailto:els1027@me.com
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Wyoming Church  

      Celebrates 
Wyoming UMC is the Deaf Friendly church in central  

Delaware! This month has seen a variety of different  

activities.  

The Monday night ASL class packed 48 lunch bags to overflowing, and delivered them, along with 4 cases of bottled water to the 

Dover Interfaith Mission for Housing. 

Members of the Wyoming UMC Deaf Ministry and the ASL class spent a few afternoons sharing information, music in sign,  

and a children’s craft at the Capital Farmer’s Market. 

Students from the ASL class performed a moving ASL  

version of the song “Here I am to Worship” at all three  

worship services. The children created a special sign language 

craft in Sunday School and learned that God sees everyone  

as special, and has special plans for all of us…all we have to 

do is learn, pay attention, and believe. 

Many people from across Delaware, and even New Jersey joined us for DINGO! After sharing a meal together, everyone learned 

to play DINGO, a very popular game in the Deaf culture. We all shared, laughed and learned together. 
 

Remember, the ASL class meets every Monday from 6 – 7:30 pm and is open to all levels of signers. Cost 

per class is $2. We are the noisiest class on Monday nights, come laugh, have fun and learn with us! 

Deaf Awareness 

      Sunday 
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~ Our People ~ 

~ October Birthdays ~ 

10/01  Jessica Mastriana 

10/03  Brad Eaby, Avery Whitenight,  

Amelia Short 

10/04  John deBloois 

10/05  Lynn Farina, Dottie Harper, Danielle 

Paugh, Brianna Ditty 

10/08  Kim Reed 

10/10  Emily Cook, Michael Stover 

10/11  Jim Murray, Seth Brosius,  

Brenda Zeiters, Janice Watkins 

10/12  Lisa Wilt, Melissa Long 

10/13  Elias Wessell (3) 

10/15  Evan Fennemore 

10/16  Well Inge, Chloe Schaeffer 

10/17  Vicki Buckworth, Wesley Mann 

10/18  Gertie Brittingham, Michael LeNoir, 

Brandon Smith 

10/19  Mike Kijowski 

10/20  Adam Jones 

10/21  Connie Quarnaccio 
10/22  Jerry White  

10/25  Carol Pearson 

10/26  James Moore, Vianna Spampinato 

10/27  Bill Forbes, Jack Mitchell, Bella Ritter 

10/28  Debbie Watson, Wesley McCormick 

10/29  Suzanne Sutton, Eric Dotson, Ashlynn 

McDevitt, Dominic Cousens 

10/30  Kathy Maris 

10/31  Matt Tappan, Deborah Statler, Makayla 

Lauffer, Jonathan Moore 

11/01  Michelle Harris 

11/02  Gregg Marker, Barbara McCleaft 

11/03  Rose Krokenberger, Dave Yencer, 

Timothy Higgins, Greg Papen,  

Seth Flaherty, Arlene Meggett,  

Shirley McDonald 

11/04  Dick Gabler, Tanya Williams,  

Reid Singleton 

11/05  Alicia Porter 

11/06  Ron Auten, Eileen Kling,  

Laurel Beaman, Johannah Petro 

11/07  Bethany Dejesus, Linda Booher,  
Howard Taylor 

11/08  Eve Kalinowski, Linda Newsome 

Raelyn Gray was born to  

Dariyn Williams and Deandre 

Gray on August 24, 2017,  

a little sister to Devaughn, Royale 

and Reileigh. Congratulations also 

to proud great-grandparents 

Donna McCartney and William 

Parkhill! 

~ Birth ~ 

Elizabeth and her daughter  

Oceanna Isabella Loffreda were  

baptized on September 10, 2017. 

~ Death ~ ~ Baptisms ~ ~ Wedding ~ 

Hunter Tarburton and 

Alyssa Rex  were married on 

September 16, 2017.  

Rejoicing with them are 

Hunter’s parents Debi and  

Eric Tarburton and his sister 

Kimby Decker. 

Priscilla Young  

on September 4, 2017.  

We will celebrate a Memorial 

Service for Priscilla on Sunday, 

October 8 at 3 PM. 

To all our Wyoming Church Family and Friends, 
We know there is an abundance of love and support in our church 
family, and we have experienced this while recovering from my 
foot surgery.  I want to thank each of you for your prayers, 
words of encouragement, cards, visits, flowers, plants and meals 
brought to our home.  I did not realize the extent of this sur-
gery or how long the recovery would be, and without our church 
friends it would have made an already impossible situation much 
more to bear.  WE are truly blessed to be a part of this church 
family and again thank all of you, for what has been done for my 
family, and all that you do for each other. Please continue to 
pray for my patience, sitting is not something I do well. 
 

Much love,  Elaine and Larry Kesselring & Kim 

Barbara and George Pettyjohn want to 
thank all who offered prayers, sent cards 
or flowers, called or visited during her  
recent hospital stay. A special thanks to 
those who are providing home meals during 
her recovery. Her surgery was successful 
and she is recovering well. She will be  
receiving out-patient physical therapy for 
the next couple of months. God has  
certainly blessed us with his love and care 
and we know your prayers were important 
during that stressful period.  
 

God Bless you all! George Pettyjohn 
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Grounds Update,  

Memorial Garden Progress Report 

And --- ‘A Buck Rub’! 
 

As those of you who had to mow your lawn this spring, 

summer, and fall know, this year’s grass growing season 

has been very active.  The same holds true for the large 

lawns that surround our Wyoming Church.  Along with 

Bob Cousens, the Church’s Facilities Manager, there is a 

small corps of very dedicated volunteers who have faithful-

ly maintained the green, luxuriant expanse on approxi-

mately 15 acres of the property.  The very welcoming look 

of the lawns is complimented by the recently weeded, 

shrub trimmed, and freshly mulched landscaped beds that 

grace the front (west side) of our Wyoming Church.   
 

The great look of the front landscaped beds as well as a 

number of other less obvious projects is due in large part 

to the following good folks who volunteered as well as 

those who offered their services to help.  They include 

Carol Abbott, Mindy Anthony, Gloria Barker, Vicki  

Buckworth, Sharon Burge, Sharon Duncan, Lana  

Gordineer, Matt Gordineer, Wayne Gordineer, Dottie  

Harper, Rich Harper, Jeff Hastings, Paula Hastings, Martha 

Higgins, Terry Higgins, Linda Newsome, Frank Roberts, 

Barb Shepperson, Tim Shepperson, Shelby Truitt, and  

Janna Whitenight --- and apologies to anyone whose name was 

inadvertently missed. 
 

The development of the Memorial Garden continues to make 

progress.  The Cross that will adorn the central pylon in the 

Garden has arrived and is being readied for installation.  The 

ordered bricks should arrive as this is being written.  The  

supplies and materials for the water distribution and the  

related wiring in the core of the Garden are in the process  

of installation.   
 

Orders for Memorial Bricks are beginning to be received and 

processed.  Ian Fox, the Church’s bookkeeper, has issued  

appropriate accounting numbers so that the tracking system 

for Memorial Brick orders and the accompanying monetary 

amounts can be accurately and properly initiated, recorded, 

tracked, and completed in a permanent file.  Memorial Brick 

order forms are available at the Memorial Garden display in 

the Narthex. 

 
 
Should you have any questions contact Dave Yencer at 222-

2252 or Terry Higgins at tmhiggins59@hotmail.com or 492-

3354.  So as to keep the ordering process as clean as possible, 

Here comes the cross… for the 

WUMC Memorial Garden! 

Camp Pecometh, our Methodist Conference Church Camp, located on 

the Chester River just west of us on Maryland’s Eastern Shore, has set 

aside a block of up-scale, 2 queen beds, hotel-quality rooms each with 

private bath at their new, ‘state of the art’ Riverview Retreat Center for 

the exclusive use of those men who register for the forthcoming 

‘Wyoming Men’s Retreat’.  The ‘Retreat’ will commence late Friday  

afternoon on January the 19th, and end on Saturday the 20th at 1:00 PM. 

This event will feature a time of reflection, rededication, and prayer as 

well as a brief service project.  Attendees can expect that the Friday 

evening dinner, the Saturday morning breakfast, and the closing noon 

luncheon will feature the Retreat Center’s Chefs outstanding ‘Traditional 

Eastern Shore’ meals served buffet-style.  Application forms, cost infor-

mation, and agenda will be available in November with open registration 

on a ‘first come/first served’ basis through Sunday, December 3rd.  You 

won’t want to miss this, open to all men,  inaugural event!  Questions/

Information: Terry Higgins  492-3354 or Frank Roberts  538-5594. 

Wyoming Men’s Retreat - 

January 2018 - Pecometh! 

mailto:tmhiggins59@hotmail.com
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AUGUST 2017 Month End Finance Report 
Michael Quarnaccio, Finance Team Chair 

 

The following report includes current year to date financials and the 2017 budget approved at the meeting of 
Church council held on January 23, 2017. 
 

        Inc/Exp to Date     Budget to Date   2017 Budget   
 

Weekly Offerings –Operating                      368,541           390,415           585,622        
Other offerings              48,507                        52,223         78.335 
Interest Income                1,125                  3,333           5,000 
Total Offerings              416,173             445,971            668,957 
 

Finance Team                6,856               4,667           6,700     
Office               15,499             14,183         21,275 
Personnel            109,013          112,861       169.292          
Mortgage interest             52,314            50,983                         76,475                            
Properties and equipment            64,709            65,182         97,772 
Total Administrative Council          248,391          247,676       371,514          
  

Nursery and Supplies                             33                            50  
Benevolences (Conference)             34,597              41,264         61,896 
Education & Youth                2,877                 4,700                   7,050 
Extended Table                     -                  100                 150  
Music                     945                             1,333               2,000  
Worship                    254                 167              250     
Total Council on Ministries             38,673                           47,597                        71,396  
 

Pastor Parish Relations              84,564               86,653         129,980 
 

Mortgage principal liability             71,398            64,045          96,067  
(Reduces debt to PNC Bank) 
 

Total Expense             388,222            445,971        668,957 
         

Income (Loss)                        (26,853)                 
 

Balance of Mortgage on 01/01/2017                  $ 2,045,807.71 

Interest paid in 2017                              $   52,314.00 

Principal paid in 2017                         $ 471,398.00 

Mortgage Balance on 8/31/2017          $ 1,574,409.71 

 
 

Why Pledge? 
 
 

Every year the Finance Team runs a Stewardship Campaign.  As part of that  
campaign we ask for monetary pledges to support the programs, the staff and  
the physical structure of our church.  Your pledge is an estimate of giving. It also 
represents a solemn promise which enables the Budget Team to make plans for  

the coming year. Their budget is based on the projected income of the pledged 
amounts and other considerations in the process.  This is important work; it is good 
stewardship and wise planning that allows us to do the best work in God’s name. 
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“Where two or more are gathered, God will Fan Our Embers into Flames! “ 

Prayer Revival Day - Saturday, October 21 
9:00 am to 3:00 pm - Lunch provided  

@ Grace UMC - 300 Church Street in Millsboro 
  

The theme of our fourth Revival Prayer Day is Fan Our Embers into Flames!  This daylong prayer session will focus on praise, 

worship, and the teaching on “the power of corporate prayer.” You will hear the witness of our South Korean Pilgrims as they 

share about the experience of corporate prayer on their journey. You will be blessed by the renewal of spirit in our pastors and 

our churches through the Prayer Stole Ministry. And most importantly, you will be renewed by the Holy Spirit through the pow-

er of prayer and spiritual breakthroughs during this event.   We are only ONE Body when ALL parts are present so COME! 

CONNECT!  Let us be ONE!  

  

All clergy and laity are welcome to attend!   Please call the District Office with any questions at (302) 526-2629.   

Download your registration form right here: http://pendel-email.brtapp.com/files/content/dover+district/

The Well - Leading as Followers of The Way 
 

FLYER & Registration Form: 

http://www.pen-del.org/files/tables/content/7690939/fields/files/74b75374394b46379fa6fa18dba8abd0/the+well_print_r1.pdf 

Saturday, October 14 

9:00 am to 3:00 pm - Lunch provided  

Avenue UMC - 20 N. Church Street, Milford 
 

8:45 AM — 9:15 AM - Registration 

9:15 AM — 10:00 AM - Opening Worship 

10:00 AM — 12:00 PM - Morning Plenary 

12:00 PM — 1:00 PM - Lunch 

1:00 PM — 2:30 PM - Afternoon Workshops 

2:45 PM — 3:00 PM - Closing Worship 

    Exciting Events  - through the Peninsula-Delaware Conference -   

                      you don’t want to miss! 

MORNING PLENARY:  “Being Resilient People and  

Spiritually Healthy for a Balanced Life” 
 

Our plenary speaker, Rev. Charles Ray Bailey, serves on the 

staff of the General Board of f Higher Education and Ministry 

as the Associate General Secretary of Administration and  

Operations. Rev. Bailey was ordained an elder in the Central 

Texas Annual Conference in 1981 before beginning his time as 

an Army Chaplain. A retired Brigadier General, Rev. Baily 

served as a United Methodist Chaplain for over 30 years,  

including serving as Deputy Chief of Chaplains. During his  

tenure, he developed a full life-cycle plan for chaplains, from 

recruitment and development to retention, as well as a  

strategic leadership development plan. He brings his leadership 

expertise to share with us at The Well. 

Afternoon Workshops: 
• Leading with our Time - Getting Things Done 

• Creating an Intentional Discipleship Process for your Church 

• Prayer Evangelism: Creating Opportunities for Invitation to 

Christian Discipleship 

• Fanning the Flame of Spiritual Gifts in Your Life and Your 
Church 

• Leading as a Certified Lay Minister 

• Leadership Skills for the Church 

• Creating an Individual Discipleship Plan with Covenant 

Discipleship 

• Leading Small Churches in Spiritual Seasons 

• Financial Leadership 

• Creating Ministries with Mission Insite 

• Leading with Strategic Plans 

• Leading in Times of Strife through the Social Principles 
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If  you are considering to become a  Lay Servant… 

The Dover District Fall 2017  Lay Academy is coming up! 
 

Friday, November 3 from 6 to 9 pm and Saturday, November 4 from 9 am to 4 pm.    
 

Training will be conducted at Trinity UMC, 4 Front Street, Frederica. 
 

Download your Registration Form at wyomingumc.com or get one in the office now! 

“Lay Servants are to serve the local church or charge in any way in which their witness or leadership and service inspires the laity  

to deeper commitment to Christ and more effective discipleship. This includes the interpretation of scriptures, doctrine, organization, and  

ministries of the church. “                                   https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/leadership-resources/lay-servant-ministries 

Are you interested in getting involved 

on a higher level as a Christian? 

 

The Delaware Family Policy Council (DFPC)’s mission is   
 

1.   Rebuilding a culture of life, marriage, family marriage, family and religious  

      freedom   

2.   Advocating for it through public policy and stewardship of government   

3.   Cultivating effective and courageous leaders rooted in Christian values.   
 

The vision for DFPC is for Delaware to be a state where  God is honored, 

religious freedom flourishes, families thrive and life is cherished.   

 

The DFPC meets monthly (usually at Grottos) for a short informative  

gathering with Nicole Theis, President and Executive of DFPC.   

http://www.delawarefamilies.org/about/ 

Broad Street Property Update 
  

On behalf of the Trustees I am pleased to announce that we have entered  

into a Lease to Purchase Agreement with Deep Water Church of Dover.   

            Under this agreement they will lease the property for a year with  

               the intent to purchase in November 2018.  We feel blessed to  

                  have them as our new tenant. 
  

                               We are currently completing some much needed repairs  

            to the boiler, HVAC system and Fellowship Hall roof  

                                         prior to their moving in. We are fortunate that  

            these are the first significant expenses we  

      have encountered for the old church  

            since moving to our new church  

       in 2009.  

Hugh Shaw, Trustee 



 
 

 

 

 
 

 

‘Prayers for Peace’ will be the theme for the ‘Mini Message Of 

Faith’ that will be experienced at this month’s  Men’s  

Prayer Breakfast on Saturday, October 28th,  

in the ‘Backroom’ at Hall’s Restaurant from 

7:30 A to 8:30 AM.  Ordering from the menu, we will 

enjoy great fellowship and good food in a relaxed, informal 

setting.  Open to all men of all ages; come and bring a friend! 
 

Information/Questions --- Josh Turner  678-9818. 

Plus... hear about plans for the forthcoming ‘Men’s Retreat’ at Pecometh in January 2018… 

… also see Page 14! 
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Mini Red Velvet Cheesecakes  
 Courtesy: Shelby Truitt 
 
24 thin chocolate wafer cookies, crushed (1 1/4 cups) 
3 tablespoons butter, melted 
2 packages (8 oz) plus 4 oz cream cheese, softened 
1 cup granulated sugar 
1/4 cup unsweetened baking cocoa 
2 teaspoons vanilla 
2 tablespoons red food color 
3 eggs 
1/2 cup whipping cream 
1 tablespoon granulated or powdered sugar 
Chocolate curls, if desired 

crumbs and butter. Firmly press mixture in 
bottoms of baking cups with back of spoon.  
 

In medium bowl,  beat cream cheese with 
electric mixer on medium speed until smooth. 
Gradually beat in 1 cup granulated sugar and 
the cocoa until fluffy. Beat in vanilla and food 
color. Beat in eggs, one at a time, until well 
blended. Divide batter evenly among baking 
cups (cups will be almost full). 
 

Bake 20 to 25 minutes or until centers are 
firm. Cool 15 minutes (centers will sink). Re-
move from pans. Refrigerate at least 1 hour. 
Cover, refrigerate at least 1 hour longer. 
 

In chilled small bowl, beat whipping cream 
and 1 tablespoon sugar with electric mixer on 
high speed until stiff. Just before serving, 
peel off baking cups. Top cheesecakes with 
whipped cream and chocolate curls.  
 

Store in refrigerator. 
Heat oven to 350 degrees F. Place foil baking cup 
in each of 16 regular-size muffin cups. Mix cookie 

serves as a ministry for adults of all ages. It is not a "married couple" 

event as some understand it to be. Our October dinner meeting will be at  

.   Plan to join us for fellowship with Christian friends 

at Wyoming Church.  Bring a dish of your favorite "pot luck" food that will serve 8 to 10 

people and your own table ware as we normally do not wash dishes afterwards. Should you 

forget  we have plenty of throw away dinner ware (paper plates).  Feel free to invite other 

family members and friends. You do not need to be a  member of Wyoming Church to  

participate. Call George Pettyjohn for more information  736-1236. 

Great FOOD, Great MUSIC at the recent Spaghetti 

& Blue Grass Event within Adult Fellowship. YOU 

should check out these monthly dinners, too! 
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generates from our Team’s events are 

placed in the Food Ministry Program that 

aids the children, youth, families, adults, 

and seniors in our Congregation and 

surrounding communities.  In fact, many 

of the grants that your SKT extends to 

various Wyoming Church activities are 

to supplement underfunded programs or 

to fund specific projects that would not 

be funded at all except for the SKT funds. 
 

Should you feel led to know more about the 

SKT, its great group of congenial folks, and 

its desire to continue its very successful Food 

Ministry Program, please see Linda Booher, 

Chair! 

  
 

 

 

… SKT Sexton Kitchen Team  
Activities Renewed & Refined! 
 

The growing positive reputation of your 

Sexton Kitchen Team (SKT) has brought 

the Team to a new level of development 

where, as a Team, we need to refine and 

perhaps redirect our core mission of the 

Food Ministry Program.  As the Team 

grows in numbers and collective exper-

tise, we are being asked to undertake 

more activities and events that relate to 

our ‘Food, Faith, And Family’ out-

reach.  So as to avoid the age-old syn-

drome of ‘Biting Off More Than We Can 

Chew’ we are in the process of develop-

ing a project and program plan with an 

accompanying calendar that will run from 

October of 2017 through the end of  

September 2018.  Obviously we will  

build into the plan sufficient flexibility to  

accommodate future requests and  

additional opportunities as they may  

occur. 
 

It is the current thinking of the Team 

that we will continue to prepare the  

entrée for the Adult Fellowship Covered 

Dish Dinner September to June Program 

that occurs on the first Wednesday of 

each month beginning at 6:00 PM in the 

Family Life Center.  Our traditional Soup 

Day Program will be on the second 

Wednesday of October and November 

of 2017 and January to March in 2018 

with each event held in the Family Life 

Center from 11:30 AM to 1:00 PM.  It is 

hoped that the Team will decide to con-

tinue their ‘World Famous Pie Series’ of 

Pumpkin, Cherry, and Peach.  Additional 

discussions have centered on take-out 

and/or eat-in ChickenN’Dumplings,  

Lasagna, and Chicken Salad Dinners ---  

at different days and dates. 
 

We continue to covet your support of all 

our forthcoming activities and events 

including those that we designate as fund-

raisers.  The monies that your SKT  

Super, Souper, Soup Days --- 
Are Coming! 
 

The 2017 --- 2018 Soup Days Season Is fast approaching!  The 

Wyoming Church Soup Days Season begins on Wednesday, 
October the 11th, from 11:30 AM to 1:00 PM in the 

Family Life Center with the Chefs of the Sexton Kitchen Team, 

once again, preparing their hand-crafted soups.  For a donation 

of $4.00 you will receive a generous helping of your choice of 

Clam Chowder, Black Bean Vegetarian, or Gourmet Chicken 

Soup, as well as, breads/rolls, dessert, and beverage.  The ‘Tastes 

Like Seconds’ option will be available which means that for an-

other donation of $3.00 you can enjoy a second helping of your 

choice of menu soups.  So as not to miss any of the remaining 

Soup Days in the 2017 --- 2018 Soup Season, please mark your 

calendars now for the November 8, 2017 and January 10, Febru-

ary 14, and March 14 in 2018.   

Soup Day Helpers at the ready to welcome YOU 

on Wednesday, October 11 from 11:30AM to 1PM! 



216 Wyoming Mill Road, Dover, DE 19904 

Phone: 302-697-8400   Fax: 302-697-8470 

E-mail: office@wyomingumc.com 

www.WyomingUMC.com 

 To: You! 
 

 

Danny Cooper’s “The Wind Blows” -  

continued from Page 5) 
 

But, as believers, we know that this life will continu-

ally change, hopefully not in the catastrophic nature 

of a hurricane, but change will certainly come; pages 

will turn; new chapters will begin. Our lives simply 

cannot remain the same. It is only our God who 

remains a constant, and it is His love and presence 

that we cling to, and that gives us strength and cour-

age; that provides us hope for tomorrow, whatever 

tomorrow may ultimately look like. 
 

Trust in the LORD with all your heart and lean not on 

your own understanding;  

in all your ways submit to him, and he will make your 

paths straight. Proverbs 3:5-6 
 

Lord God, thank you for being the one constant 

we have in this life, no matter how the winds 

may blow in our circumstances. Help us, through 

the urging of your Spirit, to cling to you all the 

more when we are scared; when we are at a loss 

for what to do. May we continually renew our 

hope in You. Amen 

Dear Volunteer! 
 

Every once in a while, the 
WUMC office manager needs 
a little break or vacation. 
Through the years, we've had 
a number of faithful, reliable 
and much appreciated volun-
teers who would fill in for me, 
a few hours at a time.  
 

Currently, in my absence we 
need a volunteer whenever 
my assistant Angela Do-
nastorg is not in the office 
(Wednesday and Friday - for a 
full day) and on the days that 
she is in the office (Monday, 
Tuesday, Thursday - for the 
remaining 2 hours after she 
leaves at 2PM). 
The church office is open from 
9AM to 4PM with a half hour 
lunch at 12:30. A volunteer 
would typically come in for the 
morning (9AM to 12:30PM) or 
afternoon (1 to 4PM).  
 

What does a substitute do? 
You don't have to do my job... 
You help walk-ins as best 
you can, answer the phones 
and take messages. All im-
portant phone numbers and 
all information on current 
events is right there in the 
office for you, and, of course, 
you can use the internet on 
any office computer while 
you're here. 
 

Maybe a few more people 
would be willing to give it  
a try? Moms, you can bring in 
your little ones - we have toys 
in the office.  
 
Thanks for considering! 
 

Renate Purdy 
Office Manager 


