
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

               
     

 
 
 
 

 

 

WE ARE GOD’S FAMILY.  

This is our theme for this years’ 

Stewardship Campaign.   

Jesus teaches us to love one  

another and to extend His love  

from the closeness we enjoy here at 

Wyoming United Methodist Church 

out into our community and beyond.  

We are to give our heart in service  and support of His Kingdom and to encourage others to 

join in our efforts as we grow our ministries and follow His lead. 
 

In Christ’s name our doors are always open allowing a safe and welcoming place for members 

to gather as friends to worship, pray and celebrate.  We extend ourselves to our community  

to provide comfortable and accessible meeting places for our neighbors.  We encourage and 

support our youth in local and far-reaching efforts to spread the Word.  We build our  

membership by attracting new worshipers to join us as we dedicate ourselves to grow in the 

teachings of Jesus and in His vision of the Church. 
 

CONSECRATION SUNDAY is based on the biblical philosophy of the need of the giver to 

give for his or her own spiritual development, rather than the need of the church to receive.  

Our hearts overflow with praise and thanksgiving for all the Lord has provided. We know that 

you will want to participate in the financial support of your church during the coming year and 

encourage you to prayerfully seek God’s guidance in making your decision.   
 

Plan now to celebrate CONSECRATION SUNDAY on October 15th .  Beginning in mid-

September and continuing through mid-October fellow worshipers will share brief witness  

moments of faith at each service.  As part of our preparation Saturday, October 14th, will be a 

Day of Prayer from 7AM until 7PM.  On Sunday, October 15th, Pledge Cards will be collected 

and each service will be followed by a Celebratory “Stand-Up” Brunch in the Narthex.  
 

Thank you in advance for your joyful participation in the CONSECRATION SUNDAY events.   

PRAYERFULLY consider what God is calling you to give in thanksgiving for all the  

blessings He has provided. 
 

Dottie Harper and Carole Pearce, Co-Chairs, Stewardship Campaign Team 
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People Praying at 5 PM on Wednesdays…     

…are blessing others in prayer   …are thanking God for His faithfulness to His children   …are lifting up the needs and  
leadership of WUMC   …are being blessed by trusting God   …are thankful for hearing praises for answered prayers!!! 
 

Please join us in person in the Sanctuary or in Spirit wherever you are at 5 PM every Wednesday to -  

Experience the Power of Prayer! 

Learn to pray… more! better! deeper! stronger!  
 

Starting SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 10 Adult Sunday School classes at 9:45 will be 

combining in the Bell Choir Room to study this practical and inspiring book 

”Before Amen: The Power of a Simple Prayer.” 
 

Study co-leaders Sue Hajec and Sharon Burge (492-3155).  

Get your books now… from Sue (697-2697). 
 

“Think about this… The only tutorial Jesus’ disciples ever requested  

was on prayer.” (Max Lucado) 
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Sharon Duncan, Elizabeth Fox and Sue Hajec in front of 
the life size Noah's Ark entitled "Ark Encounter"  and 
our first word was, “WOW!!!”  We also visited the sister 
attraction, the Creation Museum located about 30 minutes 
from the Ark.  Both of these features are a little 
south of Cincinnati, Ohio (actual location is in  
Kentucky).  The Ark is the biggest timber frame  
structure in the world, made from a variety of woods. 
The Ark itself is a massive edifice with three decks 
full of state-of-the art exhibits that will amaze and 
inspire you as you think about the biblical account  
Of Noah's Ark. 
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Matthew Cousens 

Baptized  
August 20, 

2017 

Amber Jeffers 

Tamryn Coleman 

New Members: 
 

Bethany Coleman,  

Lyndsey Collison, Matthew 

Cousens,  Amber Jeffers,   

Kimberly Latch, Darlene and 

Joel Seip,   Judith and  

Thomas Smith 

 September is the month of 

transition and change.  The last lazy days 

of summer are past and over and now 

it’s back to routine.  No more vacations.  

No more days at the beach (although 

any true Delaware local knows that  

September is arguably the best month to 

head to the beaches, but I digress).  No 

more sleeping in (if you ever get to do 

such a thing), no more summer.  The 

kids are back in school and now it’s  

back to… routine. 

 A lot of time, routine goes out 

the window in the summer, including 

our routine of spiritual discipline.  Days 

prayer and 

Bible study  

a daily  

priority, as 

essential as 

your  

morning 

coffee!  If 

you need 

help or  

suggestions, 

please let 

me know. 
 

--Worship.  
There is nothing better than being in 

worship at Wyoming on a Sunday morn-

ing.  If you’ve been away for the sum-

mer, we can’t wait to see you back! 
 

--Fellowship.  Our church calendar is 

hopping with chances to meet with old 

friends and make some new ones!   
 

 Have a blessed month! 

From the Pastor’s Desk 

spent away from home mean that you 

perhaps don’t pack your Bible or keep 

to your daily quiet time.  Weekends 

spent camping or away on vacation  

often mean you miss church.  Hectic 

schedules can shuffle our priorities, and 

sadly sometimes God gets moved to the 

back burner. 

 The coming of September can 

be the reversal of all of that!  In this 

season of “back to routine,” it can be a 

great time to get back on track with 

God, or to start something brand new 

in your spiritual life! 
 

--Bible Study.  We have a host of new 

Bible studies and small groups that are 

about to launch either this month or in 

October, but you can start by making 



 

 

 

Pastor Dave’s Ministry Minute - September 2017 

“May They Be One as You And I Are One” 
The title of this newsletter item is taken from the words of Jesus as recorded in the seventeenth 

chapter of the Gospel of John where he prays for all believers… Even though Jesus prayed this pray-

er over 2000 years ago I find that the church as well as the community is divided in more ways than 

we can count… Even in the face of all the divisions, the church remains steadfast as the voice that 

continues to proclaim the Good News… I had some casual conversation recently with some of our 

friends from Casa de Esperanza surrounding the events that took place in Charlottesville Virginia last month to find out how 

they felt about the issues…  They view that situation as a white and black racial concern… I asked if they have ever felt 

the oppression of racism and they all nodded agreeing that they had… One of the leaders in that group went on to say 

that his question is, “where is the church?”… Can I get an AMEN!!! The church needs to be engaged and involved if we hope 

to ever see an end to the systemic racism that continues to pervade our society… Wyoming Church is doing the work of 

bringing people of various cultures together in the name of Jesus 

but there is much work to do… I am working on developing a  

discussion forum focused on racial reconciliation that will include 

persons of a variety of cultures in an effort to help promote  

meaningful change in our community… I pray that you’ll join in on 

the discussion… May it be so… 

“I have given them the glory that you gave me, that 

they may be one as we are one -  I in them and you in 

me - so that they may be brought to complete unity. 

Then the world will know that you sent me and have 

loved them even as you have loved me.” John 17:22-23 
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Answering the call… in a joint effort of Casa de Esperanza and  

Wyoming Church, taking hygiene kits into the camp of migrant 

workers. Thank you to everyone who contributed!  

Wesley from Casa 

de Esperanza 



 
Danny Cooper   Coordinator/Counselor @ Daybreak Counseling Services 
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Perspective 
 And we know that all things work together 

for good to those who love God, to those who 

are called according to His purpose.  

Romans 8:28 
 

To the majority of us, the name simply doesn’t 

register.  But if the audience happened to be a 

Sociology 101 class, all heads would rise to 

attention when hearing the name Emile Durk-

heim.  You see, Durkheim, a French sociolo-

gist, is considered the father of the formalized 

subject of sociology, a course on the tran-

script of many college students around the 

globe.  It was Durkheim who successfully  

focused his scientific attention on the work-

ings of “society”, and in particular, society  

in relation to modernity, society and the reli-

gious life, and “social facts” that govern socie-

tal living.  Durkheim, like other noted sociolo-

gy theorists of the time, such as Karl Marx and 

Max Weber, did what all good theorists do.  

He provided a lens for us to see and interpret 

life, and in his particular case, the inner work-

ings and subtle nuances of societal living.   

And so why are we taking time to consider 

sociology and Dr. Durkheim? Well, I must say, 

in following the tragic events that unfolded in 

Charlottesville, VA just a few days ago, Durk-

heim’s name and theory came surging to the 

surface of my memory, like something heavy 

that had suddenly been released from deep 

underwater. Wow… where did that come 

from? And what surfaced was an interesting 

conclusion that Durkheim espoused many 

years ago that I hadn’t thought of in 

some time.  While this is a rough  

paraphrase, Durkheim’s thought was in 

essence this….societal problems, both 

small and large, are going to occur and are 

actually important and helpful for us.  They 

once again give the greater society an  

opportunity to remember who we are, what 

we stand for, what is important to us, etc.  

These type of experiences, albeit hurtful 

and at times devastating, are necessary  

for our sense of self; our ongoing ability  

to understand what is and what is not  

acceptable to us as a collective people.   
 

So, using the lens of our friend Durk-

heim, what do we see in an event like 

Charlottesville? Well, sadly we see that 

the human malady of hatred and preju-

dice is still very much alive.  That as 

“advanced” as we may see ourselves in 

areas like medicine, technology, and 

many others, we are in fact still handi-

capped with our coarser, baser selves; 

our sinful nature still at work in sadly 

vibrant color.    
 

The fact is, our world is still the 

world… fallen, corrupt, hurting, and 

ultimately lost.  And so where do the 

people of Charlottesville turn, or to a 

larger extent, the people of this nation 

and the world over? Is our solace to be 

found in the comfort of a political party, 

the presence or absence of a statue, or 

the rhetoric of “experts”, celebrities or 

the like? While certainly not a theorem 

of sociology, but an everlasting strength 

for us as believers, we turn to the secu-

rity and understanding of our faith, not 

in the fickle inconsistencies of the world, 

but in the One who overcame this 

world, whose grace and mercy this 

world will never fully appreciate.  When 

the disciples were struggling under the 

tyranny of Rome and the mounting dis-

content within their own Jewish com-

munity, it was Jesus who reassuringly 

declared, “In this world you will have trou-

ble. But take heart! I have overcome the 

world."  How important it is that we 

remind ourselves, over and over again, 

of this great promise of our Lord.   

What then is our response to the heart-

ache of Charlottesville, or the tragic 

scene in beautiful Barcelona, or any oth-

er sad reminder of our woeful human 

nature? We take heart, as Christ 

encouraged so long ago.  We…

turn the other cheek.  We….seek 

first His kingdom and His righteous-

ness.  We….love our enemies and 

pray for those who persecute us.   
What, then, shall we say in response to 

these things? If God is for us, who can 

be against us? Romans 8:31 
We are indeed…called to His purpose…

while traveling the troubled roads of this 

life.  May the power of His light, through 

each of us His children, in our actions 

and our words, draw those around us to 

the One who conquered the death of 

this life, once and for all.  
  

Thank you Lord, for the unending,  

unquenchable hope we have in you! 



Food &  
Fellowship!  
Our youth mentees 

and their adult  

mentors at their  
recent picnic. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

             
       

 
 

 
 
 

 

“Cruising in” on the winning bid at last year’s dinner auction:  

Bob & Rose Larimore, Frank & Suzanne Sutton with Linda 

Booher and Dave Yencer on the beautiful Nanticoke River ! 
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I would like to thank everyone who was kind 
enough to cook a meal for John and I when I 
first came home from the hospi-
tal.  Everything was delicious and greatly 
appreciated by the both of us.  Your kindness 
and friendship are welcome. 

Thanks again.  
Donna Lee Sheppard & John Stuart 

Barbara and George Pettyjohn want to thank all 
of the church friends who remembered Barbara 
during her recent illness. Your calls, cards, 
flowers and especially your prayers were so ap-
preciated. We are really blessed to be a part of 
the Wyoming Church family. 

Joe and I express our thanks and gratitude for 
the prayers, cards, meals, treats and visits 
from our church family during his recovery 
from his recent hip surgery.  We are blessed by 
the love and faithfulness expressed to us during 
this time!  Thank you faithful brothers and 
sisters in Christ!                          Sue Hajec 
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Thank you… everyone for your patronage at this year’s 

Peach Fest Yard Sale! We raised FUNds of over 

$1,500 renting out spaces throughout our wonderfully 

air-conditioned church and selling lunch foods. 

The bake sale brought in $400 - thanks to all who 

contributed, baking, donating, and enjoying! 
 

Special thanks to Brad and Janna Whitenight and  

musicians of the Praise Team for enhancing the event 

with beautiful praise music! 



 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

“I was unable to attend the July 30 worship service where the WUMC mission team commented on our experience in Pitts-
burgh. As a first timer in this venture, it was quite enjoyable helping in the renovation and sprucing up of homes of our newly 
found friends; they loved us and we loved them back. Our volunteer youths performed admirably on the job sites and conduct-
ed themselves with dignity back at the "base camp" in the dining area, recreation area, and dorm. Everyone can be very proud 
of them as they represented the Wyoming United Methodist Church with distinction and honor. I'm pleased to have had the 
opportunity to serve with them in this Christian outreach effort. To our youth, a job well done!”   Dave VanKavelaar 
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The week of July 23 – July 29,  23 youth and adults went to 

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania to the Pittsburg Project on our Mis-

sion trip.  Their motto is:  That Pittsburgh will be called a 

City of Truth, where once again men and women of ripe old 

age will sit in the streets each with cane in hand because of 

age, and where the city streets will be filled with boys and 

girls playing there (adapted from Zechariah 8:4-5).This year 

we were with groups from Iowa, Lancaster, PA and 2 groups 

from New Jersey.  Our work groups were split with 2 of our 

youth and 1 to 2 of our adults with kids from the other 

groups.  We were all disbursed to homes throughout Pitts-

burg’s inner city and we were working in areas where homes 

really needed help. The homeowners had to apply  and be 

approved. The Home Repair Ministry provides free home 

repairs for homeowners who are elderly, poor, shut-in,  

widowed, disabled, or immobile. Most live in substandard 

conditions, and many are cited for building code violations, 

facing the possibility of eviction if repairs are not completed.  

Some of the projects completed were siding, roofing, paint-

ing, flooring and gutting kitchens and bathrooms.  Our day 

would start with breakfast at 7, followed by devotions at 8 

and then off to the warehouse to get out supplies for the 

day.  We were disbursed all over the city.  We would eat 

our packed lunches at our worksite or some would go to a 

nearby park.  Our workday usually ended by returning to the 

warehouse at 4:00  

or 4:30 washing out all  

our paintbrushes and returning supplies.  Then showers and 

dinner at 5:45. At 7 we would have Club which was worship.  

They had a great worship band and we would sing and wor-

ship.  After club we would break into different small groups 

for more discussion and then some free time from 9 to 10.  

In our bunks at 10 and lights out 11 and everyone was ready 

to go to sleep at 11!  On Wednesday night we were able to 

invite our families to dinner at the Pittsburgh Project. We 

had dinner with them and they came to our Club worship 

service.  The families were able to also say thanks to us  

during the service.   Our only time off was Thursday night so 

we took advantage of it.  We had dinner at Primanti Brothers 

which is a Pittsburgh iconic sandwich shop with has been 

around since the 30’s.  We then went to the Duquesne  

incline for wonderful views of the city and the 3 rivers and 

then off to mini golf.  We had a great week and everyone 

finished the projects that were assigned to them.  You should 

be very proud of these kids.  We were the only group of kids 

who went electronics free.  We were blessed with great 

weather not hot like the week before we left.  These kids did 

an amazing job, made some new friends, and really showed 

Gods love throughout Pittsburgh.  We would have people in 

the neighborhoods stop and comment on what a good job 
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we were doing. Each 

night at club they had 

a great Pastor Matt 

Belgie who lived in 

one of the areas that 

the Pittsburgh Project 

worked in.  His theme 

for the week for us was The Golden Peg:  Everything hangs from 

them.  Imagine one of those pegs with two hooks that you can 

hang on your door.   In Matthew 22:37 Jesus replied, Love the 

Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and 

Rhonda 

Results - just 

Peachy! 
Our peach fuzzy fundraiser raised over $2800 for the 2018 

youth mission trip.  Thank you to our church family who 

helped cut peaches, youth and parents who worked the fuzzy 

booth, and everyone who enjoyed a yummy peach fuzzy 

drink.  Special thanks to Fifer Orchard for their generous 

donation of peaches and Burger King for ice. Betsy Freidel 

with all your mind.  This is the first and greatest commandment.  

And the second is like it:  “Love your neighbor as yourself.  All 

the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments.”    

He also explained how we need to take this forward after  

leaving there by explaining 4 steps: 

1)  We all need to charge ourselves like a cell phone… by spending 

time with God.  2) We need to be aware of the needs around us not 

just away on a mission trip but needs in our own communities;  

3) we need to know our strengths because God has given us all  

talents and gifts, and lastly willing to risk everything for the Lord.    

We would like to thank you our church family for supporting us 

throughout the year!       Rhonda Davis, Mission Trip Coordinator 
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Another Successful Day  
at the DE Food Bank 
 

WUMC once again participated in the Food 

Bank of Delaware’s Volunteer Program on 

Tuesday, August 15th.  At one point, as I  

surveyed the work place, it looked like a 

“flurry of worker ants” sorting food,  checking 

dates and placing the food in the appropriate 

boxes.  We were finished in record time  

because we had great volunteers!! 
 

On behalf of the Outreach Team, I am so 

grateful for all of those volunteers who came 

out this summer to help at the Food Bank.    

It is rewarding to know that we played a  

small part in helping to feed the hungry  

in Delaware.                      Blessings, Judy Field 

Thank you... 
 

for all of the school supplies collected during 

the month of June and July?  We delivered 3 

big boxes of school supplies and backpacks to 

each of our local school districts.  We are so 

grateful to all of those who participated. 

 

to Continue! 
 

In September, we will have 

completed a year of providing 

brown bag lunches to the 

homeless!!  What a wonderful 

way for our congregation to 

get involved with this minis-

try??  The small groups listed 

below each took a month and 

provided 48-50 brown bag 

lunches with non-perishable 

items that could be used when 

there was a need at the Dover 

Interfaith Mission for Housing 

and their Resource Center.  

The groups that participated 

this past year are: 
 

Nurses Christian Fellowship 

Visitation Team 

Couples in Action 

Knitting to Nurture 

Adult Fellowship   

MYF Youth Fellowship 

Ladies’ Bible Study  

Staff Parish Relations Team 

Home Schooling Group  

ASL Class 

Legacy 4-H Club  

Outreach Team 
 

We have decided to continue 

providing Brown Bag Lunches 

during this next year.  If you 

are in another small group or 

ministry, won’t you consider 

providing lunches one day 

during this next year?   

Most of the present groups 

want to repeat but we can 

always add more!   

 

Call Judy Field at  284-4059  

or email  

warren.judy@comcast.net  

if you want to sign up.    

 

Thanks so much to 

all who participated 

this past year! 

As we look forward 

to our winter months, 

it is hard to imagine 

that soon we will be 

feeling the cold once 

again.  Winters in DE 

are unpredictable but 

you can bet we will 

experience some cold 

weather.   As we  

approach that time, 

children everywhere 

will be ready to  

bundle up in their 

warm coats, especially 

if they walk or ride a 

bike to school.   

Unfortunately,  

students may not  

have a heavy coat to 

wear when the  

temperatures drop 

below freezing.  
 

The Outreach Team 

will again be holding  

a winter coat drive 

during the month of 

November for needy 

elementary school 

students. We are 

looking for both boys’ 

and girls’ coats in  

children’s sizes 6, 8 

and 10.  Winter coats 

should be new or 

gently used (clean and 

in good condition).  

Coats collected will 

be evenly divided  

between the Capital,  

Caesar Rodney, and 

Lake Forest School 

Districts.  
 

As always, Outreach 

Team thanks you for 

your support of our 

projects.  We couldn’t 

do it without each 

one of you!!! 

mailto:warren.judy@comcast.net
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Proverbs 22: 9 

“The generous will themselves be blessed, for they share their food with the poor.” 
 

Did you know that Wyoming United Methodist Church participates all year in  

varied efforts to help provide food to those who need it? This effort is awesome in 

the amount of food and support for food and water that we provide to those in our 

community and around the world! 

 

Some of the projects we have supported in the last year are: 
 

Brown bag lunches for homeless in Dover area…12 small groups within the church each 

took a month and provided 50 lunches which were taken to Dover Interfaith Mission where 

they were distributed to those in need. 
 

A Water Walk sponsored in May by our church sent almost $5,000 to dig wells for 

communities that previously didn’t have access to clean water. 
 

Code Purple—our members provided a hot evening meal, hot breakfast, snacks, and a bag 

of nonperishable food to take with them for the day.  The fifth and sixth grade Sunday 

School class provided bags for day use that were distributed by Code Purple. 
 

Food First Sunday—members are providing food which is taken monthly to Kent 

Ecumenical Food Bank locations in Dover.  At least twice a year, we give this group 

monetary gifts that are donated in lieu of lilies and poinsettias. 
  

Rise Against Hunger—(Formerly Stop Hunger Now)—In April approximately 40 members 

packed dry meals for this organization.  The food will be distributed to those in critical need 

around the world.  Our church provided 10,000 meals at about 10 cents a meal for a total 

of $2,900 in addition to the labor to weigh and pack. 
 

Delaware Food Bank—3 times this summer from 10-18 members of Wyoming 

helped this food bank in Milford to process food.  This group helps get food to 

those in need throughout the state as well as helps to provide food to school aged 

children in the summer. 
 

With God’s blessings to us, we share with others in need.  Our congregation is awe-

some at helping to fill these needs. We will continue to show God’s love by sharing 

our time, food, and labor with those who are hungry. 

By Mary Dawn Ditty 

TLC team:  
"A pinch of patience, a 

dash of kindness, a spoon-

ful of laughter and a heap 

of love." 
By Tracy Fennemore 
 

The reasons that I joined the Tender  

Loving Care team a few years ago  

included wanting to give back to my 

church family and put my prayers into 

action by providing meals for people that 

were going through a difficult time.  There 

were several moms that joined at that 

time, we figured that we were cooking for 

our families most nights, how much extra 

work would adding a few extra servings 

take?  Little did I know, that just 2 years 

after joining the team, my family would be 

on the receiving end of this gracious 

team!  While I was recovering from ankle 

surgery, we received meals three times a 

week for two months.  It was such a 

blessing to not have to worry about who 

would be feeding my family, while my  

mobility was very limited.   

That experience reconfirmed my  

commitment to continue on this team!   

What types of things can be brought for 

meals?  Casseroles, crock pot stews, 

soups, even rotisserie chicken from the 

grocery store!  You can use a tried and 

true recipe, or try out a new dish you’ve 

been wanting to make.  It doesn’t need to 

be a fancy, Martha Stewart level feast! 

When the team has many members, the 

workload is very easy to manage.  Some 

seasons, we are very busy with needs to 

be met, while other times, we are 

not.  We are currently looking to "beef 

up" our membership.  Are you interested 

in joining our team?  Please contact me 

with any questions at  (302) 264-9790 

or tfennemore@gmail.com.  

 

If you know of someone in need of  

receiving meals during a recovery or  

difficult time, please contact the church 

office  697-8400. 

mailto:tfennemore@gmail.com


 
 

 
happy - I felt little need to call on the Lord… but  
the church was there. I knew it and somehow felt 
comfort in it.  
In 1961 my sister was married, in our little church on 
Broad Street In 1963 I went to work for the US Air 
Force in France, where I met and married my  
husband. During those years, while I retained my 
membership at this church, I attended the chapel  
at Chateauroux AS. My son was born there. My 
husband was assigned to Wright-Patterson AFB in 
Ohio where my daughter was born. We came back 
to Delaware during this period, and Terry and  
Shannon were baptized. We went home to Ohio, 
and Gerry went TDY for ninety days to Vietnam.  
I searched for a church within walking distance, and 
found the Episcopal church in our neighborhood, 
and the children and I walked there every Sunday.  
I needed my early lessons on prayer and faith and 
began to call on the Lord in earnest, yearning for the 
safety of my husband and help in getting through 
lonely days with two small children.  
Gerry returned from Vietnam, and within thirty days 
was on his way to a year’s remote assignment in 
Alaska. After Alaska came an assignment to  
Andrews in Washington, DC; another ninety-day 
TDY to Vietnam, a brief assignment to Dover AFB, 
and finally a three-year assignment to Hanscom 
Field, Massachusetts; and his retirement after twenty 
years in the Air Force. 
With his retirement, we returned to Wyoming, and 
the church where I had grown up. During the coming 
years I would teach Sunday School, begin serving 
on committees such as Finance, SPRT, volunteer at 
Craft Shows, and our children would become mem-
bers of the church, attending VBS, Sunday School, 
and youth group where their mother had earlier. Our 
daughter married her first husband here. 
Our life was good, and the church was a backdrop.  
I joined the longstanding and well-known Wyoming 
UMC Prayer Group, and began to really learn the 
power of prayer. I was to become extremely grateful 
for their prayers and the love and support of the 
church in the years to 
come.  
In 1995 I was diagnosed 
with non-Hodgkins  
Lymphoma. I was totally 
supported by the many 
people who came up to me 
to tell me they were cancer 
survivors and I would be 
too. Prayers carried me 
through chemo and bone-
marrow tests, and the loss 
of all my hair. I was totally 
carried during this time by 
God and this church. I still 
praise God that I recovered 
then and again ten years 
later when it recurred. 
Thus began what I call the 
“leaning” time of my life 
with the church. Where 
earlier I had given my time 
and talents to the church, 
utilized its services, and 
considered it “my” church,  
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I guess I didn’t really consider how much I could 
need it. 
I was beginning to learn.  
In 1987, my father died, and Pastor Frank per-
formed his service. In 2003, I lost my husband,  
and again Pastor Frank and the church were there 
to comfort me. A week after Gerry died, my sister-in
-law passed away. I was really “leaning” on the 
church, its pastors and its people. 
My mother died ten months after Gerry, and the 
service was here, with Pastor Patti offering support 
and comfort. A year ago in June my youngest  
brother Frank died unexpectedly. More support and 
comfort from our two pastors. Support I know  
I could not have survived without.  
Since that time my sister-in-law (Frank’s wife) has 
joined here, and my other brother and his wife will 
be joining soon. 
I guess this church was like my insurance policy. 
What I am trying to say is that while I grew up here, 
was familiar with this church, loved this church, in 
the days of my youth and middle years, I never 
realized how dependent upon this church, and God, 
I would become. I freely admit to all of you, I have 
and I am. And I say thanks for being here - I do 
appreciate you.  
 

This month, Doris is moving to  
Pennsylvania, closer to her daughter’s 
family. We will miss her as a former 
interim church secretary, member of 
countless church teams and activities, 
the initiator and former leader of our 
book discussion group, former news-
letter editor and faithful member of 
Wyoming Church - may God’s  
rich blessings go with her on this new 
chapter in her life! 

What This Church 

Means to Me 
 

Testimony by Doris Taylor,  
on Celebration Sunday in 2010 
 

When (then Fundraising Team Chair) Jeff Townsend 
called to ask if I would talk to you this morning about 
what this church has meant to me, I was more than 
willing. I knew I would have plenty of material -  
having attended Wyoming United Methodist Church 
since I was five years old. I am now 72 - that’s a 
long time! 
Except for a ten-year period from 1963-1973,  
when I met and married my husband in France  
and followed him around with the Air Force until he 
retired, my attendance here has been unbroken. 
As I reviewed those years and what the church 
meant to me during that time, I realized that it meant 
different things to me at different times in my life.  
As a child of five, dropped off every Sunday with my 
three siblings, I don’t think I had any great expecta-
tions except that I had fun there and loved the Bible 
stories. Over the next years I grew in knowledge 
without any great effort on my own part. Thanks to 
my parents who expected us to attend… and saw 
that we did…I earned eleven years of perfect attend-
ance. That was back when perfect attendance 
earned one a pin, and I just came across mine  
recently at the bottom of my jewelry box. 
I “grew in stature and gained in knowledge” during 
this period but made few demands of the church. I 
did begin to “give” to the church. In my teen years  
I began to help as a Sunday School teacher’s aide, 
and volunteered at Vacation Bible School. (which at 
that time was held in the Caesar Rodney School).  
When I was twelve I joined the church as an official 
member, as did most of the members of my Sunday 
School class—it was the expected thing. 
I began attending MYF, the Methodist Youth Fellow-
ship, including sub-distric and district rallies at other 
churches. Through these years, church remained 
mostly a social event to me. As in regular school,  
I continued to learn--about Bible heroes, how and 
why to pray, etc. But I didn’t often call upon the 
Lord—most of my prayers consisted of nightly  
requests to bless members of my family, guide me 
through the next day. My life was blessedly safe and 
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~ Our People ~ 

~ September Birthdays ~ 

09/01  Bob Maris, Dana Tappan 
09/02  Ann Sumpter, Evelyn McCormick 
09/03  Sharon Duncan, Lindsay Wessell  
09/04  Dennis Klecan, Michael Sandy, Lucas  

Nichols, George Pettyjohn, Russ Riggins 
09/06  Nancy Hughes, Michael McDevitt,  

Jonathan Abbott, Seth Scheas,  
Kendall Metz, Konner Metz, Dot Ziegler 

09/07  Elaine Kesselring, Anne Elise Miller,  
Joe Seip 

09/08  Mark Hill, Pauline Liston, Elizabeth Fox,  
 Kennedy Thompson 
09/10  Laura Wagner, Zachary Petro 
09/11  Rachel Dukes, Ed Young, Kelly Tinsley, 

Colton Stallings 
09/12  Bobbie DeLaviada 

09/13  Larry Towle 
09/14  Joseph Mastriana 
09/15  Jim Rogge, Betsy Jones, Dan Major 
09/17  Mollie Moore, Morgan Hoyme 
09/19  Alice Riley, Ryan Flaherty, David Ulman 
09/20  Chet Wilt, Kim Holston, Carolyn Schwalb 
09/22  Derrick DiNuova , Felicia Pearson 
09/23  Bob Larimore 
09/24  Barbara Towle, Stephanie Snyder, Brady 

Klecan, Tori Higgins, Nicholas Williams 
09/25  Don Quillen, Andrea Snyder,  Mindy  

Anthony, Chase Stallings 
09/26  Ella Kalinowski, Johanna McCormick 
09/27  Denise Tappan,  Alyssa Snyder, Tonya 

Williams, Bill Purdy 
09/28  Judy Weiner, Mike Wagner 
09/29  Tiffany Tullis,  Jeannie Major,  

Sean Anthony, Eli Ulman 
10/01  Jessica Mastriana, Kathi Thomas  
10/03  Brad Eaby, Avery Whitenight,  

Amelia Short 

They that love beyond the world  
cannot be separated by it. Death  
cannot separate what never dies. 

~ Deaths ~ 

Edward Parker, the father of 

Susan Mateja, on July 27, 2017. 

William Baker, 

the step-father of Susan Mateja,  

in July, 2017. 

~ Wedding ~ 

Karly Jones & Michael Sigurd 

on August 5, 2017 in Fayetteville, NC. 

 

Dad Jeff Jones 

leading Karly  

down the aisle. 

Casey Gene Condon  

was born to Jonathan and Lisa 

Condon on August 13, 2017. 

Congratulations also to proud 

grandparents Betsy & Jack Freidel! 

 

Oceanna Isabella Loffreda 

was born to Alexander and  

Elizabeth Loffreda  

on June 24, 2017.  

 

Kelsey Orna Sunderman  

was born to Alison (Massey) and 

Jonathan Sunderman  

on July 27, 2017. Congratulations 

also to proud grandparents  

Marilyn & Cort Massey! 
 

Anna Susan Radunzel  

was born to Jill (Hajec) and Joel 

Radunzel on July 31, 2017 in 

West Point, NY. She joins siblings 

Grant (1), Robert (4), Sarah (6) 

and Arthur (3) (left to right in  

the photo).  

Congratulations also to proud 

grandparents Joe and Sue Hajec!  

~ Births ~ 
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Memorial Garden Construction Update 
 

Dave Yencer has ordered the Cross that will adorn the  

Garden’s central pillar.  Upon its arrival it will be placed and  

all wiring and plumbing associated with the central core of the 

Garden will be completed.  Then the top soil, soaker hoses, 

landscaping fabric, plants and river rock will be placed around 

the central pylon.  All four sides of the central 

pylon will support a sign that reads ‘In Memory 

Of’.  This sign will enable the subsequent,  

optimal laser burned information to be placed 

on each of the Memorial Bricks.  The pieces for 

the outer edge of the exterior ring are now 

being fabricated and will be placed as soon as 

possible.  The components of the outer ring of 

the Garden will be similar to those that are 

found around the central pylon; namely top 

soil, soaker hoses, fabric underlayment, plants, 

and river rock.   
 

The Memorial Bricks order form is available 

now - we have included one this newsletter. 

More copies will be placed on the Memorial 

Garden Model display in the Narthex. 
 

As the construction of the Garden nears  

its completion, work will be initiated and  

completed on the Two South Wall Beds  

which will feature a mix of shrubs and herbs 

that are referenced in the Bible.  These beds 

Wyoming Church are now looking the best that 

they have looked in years.  This great appearance is 

due to the 25 folks who volunteered to weed the 

front landscaping beds of the Church in weather 

that was either sweltering, humid, muggy, and/or 

muddy.  Once the weeds, otherwise known as wild-

flowers that are in the wrong place at the wrong 

time, were removed, the stage was set for the next 

phase.  That final step occurred when Mike and 

Becky Marasco’s Lawns Plus crews arrived to shear 

and shape the shrubbery followed by an application 

of good, aged wood mulch. 
 

The lawns surrounding the Church continue to  

respond well to the variety of treatments and the 

excellent pattern of mowing that the trustees and 

mower volunteers continue to do each week in 

what has turned out to be a very good ‘grass  

growing season’.  Plans are underway to ‘bush hog’ 

our remaining acreage as well as to reseed, pack, 

and otherwise level out what will be our multi-

purpose activity field on the South side of the 

Church.  Work continues to proceed on the  

Memorial Garden and the two South Wall Flower/

Shrub Beds.   
 

Contact Terry Higgins tmhiggins59@hotmail.com  

should you have any questions or comments. 

Thanks To Many The Wyoming Church 

Grounds Are ‘Looking Great’! 
 

Actually the title is an understatement!  The Grounds of our beloved  

will be supported by soaker hoses and mulch along with the 

respective plants.  Should you feel so led, modest donations for 

the completion of the two South Wall Beds would be much 

appreciated.  
 

Dave Yencer  222-2252 or Terry Higgins  492-3354 will 

be pleased to answer any questions that you have relative to 

these plans and projects.   

mailto:tmhiggins59@hotmail.com
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JULY 2017 Month End Finance Report 
Michael Quarnaccio, Finance Team Chair 

 

The following report includes current year to date financials and the 2017 budget approved at the meeting of 
Church council held on January 23, 2017. 
 

        Inc/Exp to Date     Budget to Date   2017 Budget   
 
Weekly Offerings –Operating                      326,521           341,613        585,622        
Other offerings              41.800                        45,695         78.335 
Interest Income                   969                  2.917           5,000 
Total Offerings              369,290             390,225            668,957 
 

Finance Team                1,361               3,908           6,700     
Office               13,717             12,410         21,275 
Personnel              97,602            98,754       169.292          
Mortgage interest             46,066            44,610                         76,475                            
Properties and equipment            53,248            57,034         97,772 
Total Administrative Council          211,994          216,716       371,514          
  

Nursery and Supplies                             29                            50  
Benevolences (Conference)             36,106              36,106         61,896 
Education & Youth                3,401                 4,112                   7,050 
Extended Table                     -                    87                 150  
Music                     745                             1,168               2,000  
Worship                    254                 146              250     
Total Council on Ministries             40,506                           41,648                        71,396  
 

Pastor Parish Relations              73,356                75,822         129,980 
 

Mortgage principal liability             62,366            56,039          96,067  
(Reduces debt to PNC Bank) 
 

Total Expense             388,222            390,225        668,957 
         
Net Income (Loss)              (18,932) 
                 

Balance of Mortgage on 01/01/2017              $ 2,045,807.71 
Interest paid in 2017                      $      46,066.14 

Principal paid in 2017     $    462,366.01 

Mortgage Balance on 7/31/2017          $ 1,583,441.70 

Check out the Wish Line In the narthex! Items on  

this Wish Line are needed for the many ministries of  

Wyoming Church. At this time, your financial donations are 

most needed for Books for the Church Library, Laptops for the 

ESL Classes, a Laminator for the Office, Landscaping on the 

South End of the Church…  Thank You! 
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 The Deaf Outreach, Inc. information  

table at the Dover Farmer's Market 

where Gail Garner, Sue Hajec and Carol  

Abbott shared information about services 

for people who are deaf. Come by to see 

them two more  Wednesdays in September 

(6 and 13), from 11:30 AM to 2:30 PM! 

Deaf Outreach member Carol Abbott is ready to make 

an "I Love You" sign language craft with children at the 

Farmer's Market in Dover on Wednesdays in the  

summer. 

 

Planning on coming out to the market?  

Check out their facebook page:    

https://www.facebook.com/capitalcityfarmersmarket/ 

 
Start something new this fall? 

American Sign Language  
classes at Wyoming Church 
every Monday night at 6PM, 
entry and advanced levels.  

 
Questions: Gail Garner  

ggarner58@hotmail.com 
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Ready... Set… Kids’ Praise! 
 

Back to School is in full swing!  Here at WUMC that means 

Sunday School and Kids’ Praise is getting ready to kick, sing, 

and dance off another fun year!  Sunday, September 10, 

2017, is our first day back and Kids’ Praise will already be  

revving up for a song to share with the congregation on  

September 17.  We will be singing “Only a Boy Named David” 

which we will introduce in the next 2 weeks of Summer Sun-

day School.  You can preview the song with music and lyrics 

online at https://youtu.be/-tcMhEzbs2Q.  We will also have the 

link posted on the church website www.wyomingumc.com for 

all to visit and prepare.   
 

In addition to that piece, “Welcome to the Family,” (song for 

October) and “I Love You Lord,” (song for November), as well 

as the Children’s Christmas program, “The Unfriendly Beasts,” 

will be posted.   
 

Please note that the Christmas production will be performed 

on Sunday morning, Christmas Eve, December 24, rather than 

the second Saturday night of Advent.  There will only be one 

service that morning and the children will be the “main 

event!”  Have your child consider a speaking part or solo  

for the big show, especially if you will be in town for  

Christmas!!  The more the merrier!!  We will be sending  

out reminder slips early in September for potential actors and 

actresses to receive assigned parts with parents’ permission. 
 

Thanks so much to everyone for your continued support and 

participation in our children’s ministry program here at 

WUMC!  Looking forward to celebrating another fun year 

ahead! 
 

Blessings, 

Robyn Lefort, Michelle Harris, and Mindy Anthony 

If  you are considering to become a  Lay Servant… 

The Dover District Fall 2017  Lay Academy is coming up! 
 

Friday, November 3 from 6 to 9 pm and Saturday, November 4 from 9 am to 4 pm.    
 

Training will be conducted at Trinity UMC, 4 Front Street, Frederica. 
 

Watch for more information about the courses offered and registration soon! 

“Lay Servants are to serve the local church or charge in any way in which their witness or leadership and service inspires the laity  

to deeper commitment to Christ and more effective discipleship. This includes the interpretation of scriptures, doctrine, organization, and  

ministries of the church. “                                   https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/leadership-resources/lay-servant-ministries 

... take a good look at God’s Wonders - they will take your breath away! 
(compare Psalm 66:5) 

Sometimes… stop what you’re doing and...  

https://youtu.be/-tcMhEzbs2Q
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Attention:  All Spaghetti and Music Lovers! 
 

Adult Fellowship's monthly dinner meetings will resume on 

Wednesday, September 6 at 6:00 PM. 

The new season kicks off with our famous spaghetti dinner and 

gospel music by The Tucker Brothers & Friends Blue 

Grass Band. A "love offering" will be accepted to offset the 

costs of the dinner. You only need to show up with your own  

place settings. If you forget them, plates and utensils will be  

available. Mark your calendar now as we expect to have a  

great evening of Christian Fellowship. Why not invite family  

and friends? 
 

Adult Fellowship will also meet the first Wednesday of each 

month through June 2018. The dinners are open to all adults of Wyoming Church and their guests. 

Come and enjoy Christian Fellowship with church friends!  

 
 

 

‘Prayers For Inspiration And Joy’ will be the theme for the 

‘Mini Message Of Faith’ that will be experienced at this 

month’s  Men’s Prayer Breakfast on  

Saturday, September the 30th, in the 

‘Backroom’ at Hall’s Restaurant from 7:30 A 

to 8:30 AM.  Ordering from the menu, we will enjoy great 

fellowship and good food in a relaxed, informal setting.  Open 

to all men of all ages; come and bring a friend! 
 

Information/Questions --- Josh Turner  678-9818. 

Nancy Sammons serves the hundreds of home-

made cookies donated by WUMC Cookie Bakers 
at the ARC dance.  

Thank you, Cookie Bakers of Wyoming Church! You baked 85+ dozen cookies 
for the Arc Dance for the 6th year in a row! 
The 287 adults with disabilities who attended the ARC Dance  
on the stormy and rainy Friday night this August send their “THANKS!” to you for 
all the delicious cookies you baked!   
It is a treat for them that is becoming a tradition! THANK YOU!  

Lisa & Riley 

McCalister dishing 
up hot dogs at the 

ARC dance. 
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… Ready For Another Busy  
                                Fall Season! 
 

In mid Summer, after a very thorough, 

total cleaning of the Chef’s Kitchen by 

your Sexton Kitchen Team (SKT), our 

facility was inspected by representatives 

from the State Of Delaware Health  

Department and found to be clean, safe, 

and secure.  In other words, we passed 

with ‘flying colors’!   
 

Thanks to the ‘above and beyond’ gener-

osity of the Fennemore and Fifer Families 

for the donation of peaches that were 

used to prepare the Team’s ‘World  

Famous  Peach Pies’ that were ready for 

the Peach Festival Yard Sale on Saturday, 

August 5th.  The Team’s Bake Table,  

laden with a wide variety of donated, 

baked pastries was ‘sold out’ in short 

order.  The Team earned in excess of 

$1,600 from the Peach Pies and the Bake 

Table sales (also see Page 7).  These 

monies and others like it will be used to 

support the Team’s Food Ministry  

Program of Food, Faith & Family.   

Specifically the funds that are generated 

from our Team’s activities are used for a 

variety of Church activities that are  

either underfunded or not funded at 

all.  These funds provide direct and/or 

indirect support for programs that aid 

the children, youth, families, adults, and 

seniors of our growing congregation. 
 

The SKT is now in the final countdown 

stages of preparing for the forthcoming 

Spaghetti Dinner with entertainment 

provided by the ever popular Tucker 

Brothers & Friends Blue Grass Gospel 

Band.  This event will take place on 

Wednesday, September the 6th,  

beginning at 6:00 PM in the Family Life 

Center (see Page 18).  This much  

anticipated event will feature the SKT 

Chef’s ‘one of a kind’ Spaghetti Sauce 

(your choice of meatless or regular),  

pasta, cheeses, breads, tossed salad, and 

beverages.  There will be two  

expedited serving lines for the  

convenience of all of our guests.  A ‘free 

will love offering’ basket will be available 

for the thoughtful consideration all those 

in attendance.  There is still time to sign 

up for this forthcoming program at the 

SKT Kiosk in the Narthex.  This event 

will be the first of the 2017-2018 Adult 

Fellowship Dinners that are to be held 

on the first Wednesday of the months of 

October through June.  All are welcome 

with each month’s event hosted by 

George Pettyjohn.   
 

The Annual Fall Church Picnic will occur 

on Sunday, September the 24th ,  

beginning after the conclusion of the 

11:00 AM Service (see below).  This 

year’s event will be held in the ‘Picnic 

Area’ on the East side of the Church.   

The SKT will provide the entrée and 

beverages.  Everyone, including all  

families, are invited.  If you happen to 

have a ‘pop-up’ canopy, feel free to bring 

it.  If the weather tends to be inclement, 

the picnic will be held in the Family Life 

Center.  Since a variety of foods are 

needed, you will have the opportunity to 

sign up at the SKT Kiosk in the Narthex 

and bring one of your ‘Summer Special’ 

Picnic Foods.   
 

Should you have any questions or  

comments relative to the SKT’s plans, 

activities, or projects, do not hesitate to 

see Linda Booher, the very able chair of 

the team.   

 

P.S. The Team always welcomes  

                                 new members! 

Come one, come all to our annual church picnic, held behind the church this year!  

Food... Fellowship... games. Meats, drinks and utensils will be provided.  

Please sign up in the narthex to bring a side dish or dessert.  

There will be games and activities for all ages, too.  

We hope to see as many of you as possible!  
 

Need:  We’d like to borrow a few canopies to set up behind the church for shade. 
 

In case of rain, we will hold our picnic in the Family Life Center. 
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216 Wyoming Mill Road, Dover, DE 19904 

Phone: 302-697-8400   Fax: 302-697-8470 

E-mail: office@wyomingumc.com 

www.WyomingUMC.com 

Published 2005 

Wyoming United Methodist Church published a 
total of 5 cookbooks over the past 65 years.   

Every month, we will present a recipe that has  
                 been a cherished part of  

the great Methodist  
tradition of  

food & fellowship! 

   There is a new helpful face in the church office.   

Ian Fox has served as the church’s bookkeeper 

since this spring, and now you’ll have a chance to 

learn a little bit about him.   

Ian and his wife Nikki live in the Mayfair  

neighborhood with their two children – Liam,  

who is 4, and Genevieve who is 1.  A class of  

2002 Caesar Rodney High School graduate, Ian  

is a dedicated fan to all of the Philadelphia sports 

teams: Phillies, Eagles, Flyers and Sixers. (Sorry,  

Pastor Rick!)  Ian spends many days caring for his 

children and enjoying his favorite pastime of  

cooking. A self-proclaimed lover of many different 

cuisines – Asian, Mexican, French, Italian – Ian  

 would love to talk over ideas for different dishes.  

  So the next time you drop by the church office  

    don’t forget to look for Ian, and bring your  

      best recipe! 

 To: You! 
 


